Glossary

Abduction: When a perpetrator takes a child by the use of physical force or threat or detains a child in an
isolated place without lawful authority.

Abuse: Harm or threatened harm to a minor’s health or safety by a person responsible for the minor’s
health or safety or a person in a position of power or control over a minor. It includes physical, verbal,
emotional, or sexual abuse and exploitation or child neglect.

Blog: Short for web log. An instantly updatable online journal used for publishing short, informal
comments and ideas. The act of keeping a blog is known as blogging.

Boundaries: The physical and emotional limits a person establishes in his/her relationships.
Buddy system: The practice of pairing two or more people together for mutual assistance or safety.

Bullying: Repeated exposure to intentional injury or discomfort inflicted by one or more persons against
another. Bullying behavior may include physical contact, verbal assault, social ostracism, obscene
gestures or other aggressive acts that cause the victim to feel fearful or distraught.

Cache: The area of a computer’s hard drive where web pages and page elements are stored when they
are downloaded from the Internet, making it easier and faster for the user to revisit those pages.

Chastity: The virtue which tempers, regulates, and moderates one’s sexual desires, thoughts, and actions.

Chat room: A virtual room where people can communicate in real time while on the Internet. When
using a chat room, computer users type their messages with a keyboard and the entered text appears on
the monitor, along with the text of the other chat room visitors.

Date rape: Often called acquaintance rape, this is unwanted sexual contact perpetrated by someone
known to the victim. Most commonly, the perpetrator is a boyfriend, ex-boyfriend, or acquainted in some
way with the victim. The victim can be female or male and the perpetrator can be male or female.

Date rape drug: A drug administered surreptitiously (as in a drink) to induce an unconscious or sedated
state in a potential victim of sexual abuse.

Emotional abuse: A pattern of behavior by an adult that can seriously interfere with a child’s cognitive,
emotional, psychological, or social development. Emotional abuse can include ignoring, rejecting,
isolating, terrorizing, verbally assaulting, exploiting, and/or corrupting a child or young person.

File sharing: The act of making files on one computer that are accessible to others on a network.

Grooming: Behavior that indicates that a person is trying to set up and prepare another person to be the
victim of sexual abuse.

Instant messaging (IM): Technology similar to that of chat rooms which enables real-time text-based
online communication. A user is noted when one of their “contacts” or “buddies” is online, allowing them
to communicate with each other by exchanging text messages and files via special software.






